FROM FIELD AND STUDY

Chestnut-rumped  Thornbills
robbing meat ants - On the
afternoon of 4 October 2004, 1
watched a pair of Chestnut-
rumped Thornbills Acanthiza
uropygialis in the vicinity of a
Wheatbelt Wandoo Eucalyptus
capillosa, that contained a hollow
in which the birds had
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minutes the pair fluttered to the
trunk of the wandoo and pecked
at meat ants that were moving
on it. After each attack, an ant
fell to the ground and 1 surmised
that the birds were defending
their eggs or nestlings. However,
the nest was not occupied. A
more likely explanation of this
unusual behaviour could be that
the thornbills were robbing the
ants of the small white items
(perhaps lerps) they were
carrying. Splendid Fairy-wrens
Malurus splendens will often rob
meat ants moving on their trails
and mounds (Rowley and Russell
1997 in Fairy-wrens and
Grasswrens, Oxford University
Press: Oxford; and personal
observation), but 1 have not
previously seen this foraging
technique undertaken arboreally
or by thornbills.

- MICHAEL BROOKER, PO Box
518, Kalamunda 6926

Unusual behaviours by White-
fronted Chats and Black-faced
Woodswallows - On 12 November
2004, LB observed about 50
White-fronted Chats Epthianura
albifrons perched in low shrubs

on an open area of our farm,
Capillosa, that is regenerating
after being cleared and cropped
once in the late 1980s. Capitlosa is
situated 15km north-ecast of
Westonia, Western Australia.
Nearly all birds were carrving a
small (1-1.5 cm long) white larva
in the bill, The area was revisited
the following morning and, on
this occasion, at least 100 chats
were present, all with white
larvae in their bills. MB watched
a male and two females (all
apparently aduir) for 30 minuctes,
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remained perched in adjacent
bushes with no calling or other
interactions between them,
except for one female who flew
about 100 m away, perched for
some minutes, and then returned
to the original site with the larva
still in her bill.

A pair of Black-faced
Woodswallows Artamus cinereus
had a nest with two small chicks
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congregation. They were circling
low over the assembled chats,
occasionally diving down on a
perched bird. When a group of
about 30 chats took flight and
headed south, rapidly gaining
height, one of the woodswallows
accompanied them, flying in or
just behind the flock until all
were out of sight,

It is possible to explain the
behaviour of the woodswallows
— rather than chasing the chats
from their nesting area, it is more
likely that they were robbing the
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